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a double cross?), another is the Virgin
feeding her child with bared breast,
another/is a Christ Child, smaller than
Tom Ahumb, in his birthday suit. The
latter, swallowed with water and wine
13 Fridays before Good Friday, is be-
lieved to endow its bearer with per-
petual youth and virility and make
him irresistible to women.

Each anting-anting medal is accom-
panied by oracion, This is mostly
in pig Latin . Tumaus, tutaus,
fa‘hfms and the instructions
are — Sa sunog, tumawag sa apat na sulok
ng mundo, (This is probably why we have
so many fires Tumatawag sa Tumaus
instead of fumawag ng bombero.).

Pig Latin evolved when phrases taken
from ritual and religious books were
repeated without understanding and
fractured in the process. People believed
in the power hrases themselves,
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believing them to be the deliverance
from all harm. The word anting-anting,
in fact, if Lorna Montilla is to e believed,
evolved from the Latin/word “anti”
and therefore means ‘“‘against-against.”
Much of this superstition was fostered
by the Spaniards — the change-over from
belief in animism to Christianity was no
easy undertaking. The .4nitos had to be
substituted with saints, Bdthala with
God — and the supernatural would pro-
tect you if you were good, punish you
if you mishehaved.

Each Avar has spawned its stories of
talismans. Durifig the revolution, it is
related, the révolucionarios wore anting-
anting medals and said the prayeps —
when they reached the word frum”
they pulled out their bolos and charged
at the Spaniards. They fell like leaves.
(Or they survived. Miraculously.) Ac-
tually, weapons in the old days were so
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ts are notorious possessors of them.
Santiago Ronquillo (Cavite’s Robin Hood)
was allegedly hit during an encounter
with the PC because he put his anting-
anting to save the boy in whose hut he
had been comered. Outlaw Nardong
Putik was captured with the most bizarre
talisman of all — a pickled foetus. Presi-
dent Marcos is rumored to own several
anting-anting medals — but whether
he uses them as charms, for cpllection,
or as a-go-go medals is UWP/Z’ dispute,
An anting-anting is so ¥alued by its
owner that at least one “powerful”
one has been exchanged for two cara-
baos and a cow. The only anting-anting
exhibit held by the National Museum had
to be discontinued after two days — the
medals kept being pilfered. An anting-
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anting posses;c)(/ sometimes may allow
a friend to cate a medal for his
0 uae.Ang:ismade and soon it is

blic property — that is how medals
have found their way to every corner
of the Philippines. Ordering the rarer
medals takes some time to finish. Some-
one says it’s because the maker, who
used to be a bell caster in Binondo, ’has
to steal some metal from the rdilroad
tracks first. And that is the cause of
many derailments — amulets.

Some anting-anting are not copies of
old ones but some yisiop’immortalized
in bronze. The miniature Santo Nifio, for
instance, was allegedly patterned after
a recurring hallucination of an inch-high
Christ Child appearing to its possessor on
the surface of a stream. Another person
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in Corinth. The Aegina
known simply as “turtles”
‘world, those of Corinth were
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it Greek coins were struck
e quality of the stamp was
tance. The real creator of
the stamp cutter. On the
ace of the stamp, which
tempered iron, the stamp
the image to natural size,
33‘111 a mirror reflection. The
the front face of the coin

L'

ito a kind of anvil, while the

ian coin (enlarged) was minted under King Croesus (561-546 B.C )

shows a lion's head facing a bull’s head, a motif also found on ane;ie;:;?
cylindri cal seals. This is also the king’s emblem. The reverse has no picture;

' #l '_'t}le metal were made by the punch which held the coin firm whﬂe;

Mck. The coin, a “siglos” (half-stater) was minted in Sardeis, weighs
its longest diameter is 1.8 cm.

stamp for the reverse face remained
movable. The minting blank, a pre-
formed and pre-weighed piece of metal,
was laid on the anvil stamp and the
reverse-side stamp was set on top of it.
With a powerful blow of the hammer,
the minting blank was pressed into the
depressions of both front and reverse
stamps, thus forming both sides of the
coin simultaneously. Because of this
more or less primitive method, the
coins never tumed out perfectly round.
Sometimes the image was imperfectly
stamped into one of the surfaces, and
many coins developed splits along the
edges. To a collector of Greek coins,
however, these defects become virtues:
no one coin is exactly like another, each
piece is unique. This is one of the in-
comparable charms of these relics of
antiquity, coins which were created as
works of art by the skilled hands of

Greek stamp cutters.
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ms sy;!nbollcal of some special sacrifice in honour of the
¢ wrom there was a temple called the Heroon, where sacri-
p throughout the year; and, at certain stated times, a great
'IW,IOJE people, when a prize bull may have been the victim.
s on the reverse is probably intended for Artemis.

under the Thracian king Lysimachos
which. bears a picture of Alexander. In
addition, a good starter’s collection
might have a piece each from the Syrian
and Egyptian kings, and finally a Greek
coin from the Roman imperial era,
which forms a bridge to the collectng
of Roman coins.

In time a collector becomes capable
of enlarging his collection on his OWI.
Growing familiarity with the subject
brings a deeper historical understanding
of the conditions which formed the set-
ting for the minting of antique COIE:
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