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SLATED ITEMS (PART 1)
By F. William L. Villareal
' PNAS LM-015
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FIG. 26 & 27 : Front and rear views of a gold uod (caterpillar) used either as the centerpiece of a hali
IMOON Or as a separate ornament in itself. The curved cut or notch at the back is probably a structural
device to ensure the tight but graceful curve requuc-d and may alsc '-u-.-r l:{‘*.."‘ used, as previously
suggested, to attach the ornament to some piece of doth or garment. (BUCLAS)
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PLATE XIHI: madddngﬂtdlllﬂw (7) buttons (7) with what appears to be o v

Thai influence. Four-tiered gold ring at lower right is fashioned in uad style and 1. .,
Southern Philippines.
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THE SICAN LORD

By F. William L. Villareal
PNAS LM-015

The sul:m:ct of this report might have been just a mere sidelight, one of several
items reported in Nozes on Philippine Prehistoric Jewelry and Related Items (Part 11,
had it not been for a series of uncanny and serendipitous events that came together

R‘il.ll bm in Manila. It was March 04, 1990, a typical hot and humid day
‘metropolis. I was with a friend looking through a jumble of assorted gold

; I._H hﬂiﬂﬂ mﬂ? been excavated (un;upcmscd and unﬂmcmi} from
ilip u - ﬁum thl.s heap of unmnh:d ]nwr.lry, I came upon a SMALL

T appeal. Recalling the incident, it might have been more
he mask somehow found me.

the pi:cc, my first impression was thar it must have
r pm nhn in form to the usual coronet-cye-nose-mouth
, ~usnal jewelry picces that would accompany carly
south. It was the formal sternness of the full:
w Almost simultancously 1
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guardian ? 2 god >
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asking a few questions

e of drafting the
;ﬂm next PNAS
r gathered suffi-
s the mask that
ime, I had initially
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WIDTH: 39 mm. WEIGHT: 2.2 grams THICKNESS: .1 mm FINENESS: .750.

Kabangkalan, Island of Negros,
West Visavyas.

FIG. 31 & 32: Front and rear
views of the mask (39mm at its
widest) showing clear attention
to details supportive of carly
European accounts describing
the tattooed and bejewelled ap-
pearance of the inhabitants of
the Visayan Islands or Islas de
Los Pintados. Very interesting
formal similarities to related
artifacts found in modern and
rather recent archacological sites
in the Americas, particularly
Mexico and Peru. The small
mask appears to form part of
larger picce. What was it used
for ?
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~ The truth was that I was struck. I needed more information. 1 had to reach
ns who had actually unearthed the piece and try to get as much informa-

the circumstances surrounding its excavation and of possible associated
X materials — all these without necessarily arousing too much suspicion and
est as to the reasons for my inquiries. I immediately made very discreet inquiries



Kabangkalan, Island of Negros,
West Visayas.

FIG. 31 & 32: Front and rear
views of the mask (39mm at its
widest) showing clear attention
to details supportive of carly
European accounts describing
the tattooed and bejewelled ap-
pearance of the inhabitants of
the Visayan Islands or Islas de
Los Pintados. Very interesting
formal similarities to related
artifacts found in modern and
rather recent archaeological sites
in the Americas, particularly
Mexico and Peru. The small
mask appears to form part of
larger piece. What was it used

for ?
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Batan Grande: Chimu. Gold, 28
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FIG. 2: Large gold funer
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