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sixteen or even 18 carats, and of this
are made all their trinkets and jewel-
ry. The best gold obtained is another
called guinogulan, which means “the
lord of golds™; it weighs about 22
carats . . . From this is made the jewel-
ry which they inherit from their ances-
tors, with which they never part. . 78
Magellan’s men were offered gold in ex-
change for trinkets, iron and merchan-
dise, and by then trading vessels from
Bomeo, China, and Japan had been
plying the waters round the Philippines
islands for centuries, trading their prod-
ucts for gold.
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When Legazpi reached the islands in
1565, the men in his expedition carried
the first silver coins seen by the natives.
“When the men of Luzon saw our fosfones
they were very much pleased with them,
and they gave nearly twenty marks* of
gold which they had there in that island,
giving for six tostones of silver one of
gold; and they said that they had more
gold, if our men would give them more
tostones, and that in exchange for the
latter they would give them ten or twelve
quintals* of gold which they had there
in that island. .

Philippine numismatists today believe
that the early Spanish chroniclers missed
reporting what is considered possibly the
earliest form of coinage used in pre-
Hispanic times. A small cone-shaped
piece of gold stamped with a syllable of
ancient script and dubbed “piloncito”
by local numismatists is believed to be a

*1 marco = 442 gms.
arrobas = 46 kg,
I quintal = 8
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g vever, when we consider the grea
tities of coins produced annually
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J_a_,, fPI-ANCHETS a.) Straight clip 15% at K- P ot )
4 k-fﬂ {d.) Ragg:d{:‘hp at K-7 (e.) Double curved clip (1.) Elliptical clip

(b) Damaged and Defective Planchets
— Coins made from blanks which are
damaged or cracked before being struck .
The damaged area may appear as a hole
in the coin, with rim intact, or as a deep
narrow crack. Due to impmpar adjust-
ment, the coin metal strip may not have
been rolled sufficiently, so it is thicker
than standard (Rolled Thick), or may
have been overrolled, in which case it
would be too thin (Rolled Thin). Or it
may have been rolled unevenly, result-
ing in Tapered Planchet. Or the blank
may have been gouged, bent, cut, or mu-
tilated.

(¢) Incomplete Planchets (Clips) — If
the strip is not fully advanced during the
blanking process, the punches will overlap

f

10 (b.) Straight clip 15% at K-5 [c.) Curved
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(e) Wrong Stock Planchet — The coin
is of the correct metal alloy but is of the
wrong thickness, for instance, when the
planchet was punched from a strip in-
tended for another denomination or for a
foreign coin. The error is almost of
normal diameter for its denomination,
but has the thickness of the wrong stock

used.

(f) Blank Planchets — Once blanks
escape the afint, they are considered
errors. Tyfe I blanks with straight rims
are scafcer than Type Il blanks which

have upset edges.
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STRIKING ERROR. Dou ble

If a coin is struck on a planchet of a
metal or alloy different from what it
should be, a2 Wrong Metal error results,
This includes a planchet intended for a
different series of the same denomina-
tion, provided there was a change of
metal.

If the planchet is of identical metal
or alloy but intended for a different de-
nomination, this would be a Wrong Plan-
chet error.

.E;ither case would apply to Philippine
coins struck on foreign planchets, or to

foreign coins struck on Philippine plan-
chets.

: wAmt:mPf the verified Wrong Metal/
rong Flanchet errors on ilippi
isidh Philippines
80

MULTIPLE ERROR. Piso on U.S. clad dime planc

struck, both off-center, first strike unifac

t double struck. unil

* One Piso (1972-74) on: U.S. sil-
ver clad half dollar; U.S. cupro-nickel
clad half dollar; U.S. clad quarter; US
clad dime; U.S. nickel, and U.S. Lincols
Cent. Also on: 50, 25, and 10 Sentimo:

b. One Piso (1975 up) on: U.S. clad
quarter; U.S. clad dime, and U.S. nicke!
Also on: 25, and 10 Sentimos of the sam:
series.

¢. 50 Sentimos on: U.S. clad quarte:
U.S. nickel, and U.S. cent. Also on 2°
and 10 Sentimos.

d. 25 Sentimos on: U.S. clad dime
U.S. nickel, and U.S. cent. Also on: 10
and 5 Sentimos.

e. 10 Sentimos on: U.S. dime.

f. 5 Sentimos on: US. dime. U.S.
cent, and Liberian cent. Also on the 10
Sentimos planchet.
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!g;i nuffﬂﬂﬁl heroes. {Enlarged)

plancnet I—Sentlmo How-
h 1'!,’5 dime has been mis-struck

fir,. im planchet.

ﬁrﬂﬂrﬂ are easily spotted by the

Tence in either size or color of the

} ame standard of that denomi-

'. Hr? iﬁ gl:eat fun and challenge trying
K .*,f{"ﬁ" a strange planchet. The sim-

.r‘“'ﬁ’«lld be to compare it by
Wﬂfd appearance with other

Filled Die

HEW{?MH‘MTI{}N Piso struck off-center over U.S. clad quarter coin. Shows

coins manufactured in the same mint
about the same year. A standard refer-
ence would be the publication Domestie
and Foreign Coins Manufactured by
Mmf the United States.

In this way, we identified an English
series 50 Sentimos coin minted at the
Philadelphia mint in 1959, but dated
1958, as being on a Korean 100 Hwan

planchet.
(To be continued )

mﬂ Coins featured in this article belong to the collections of Messrs. Conraedo Ciriaco,
» Honesto Lianes and the author. Photo credits to Conrado Ciriaco.
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